


 

 

      The First Coast FreeThinker is published for all 
freethinkers and potential freethinkers.  Nonmem-
bers may receive the e-mail version indefinitely.  
Nonmembers may receive three hard-copy issues 
free of charge, after which they must join the FCFS 
to continue to receive hard copy. 
      Readers are invited and encouraged to reprint 
our original materials provided they give credit to 
this publication.  The officials of the FCFS are not 
responsible for opinions or other statements ex-
pressed in this newsletter.  The FreeThinker is in-
tended to convey ideas that stimulate thought and 
promote discussion on a variety of subjects. 
      We welcome submissions.  The deadline is the  
FOURTH SATURDAY of each month for the fol-
lowing month’s issue.  Submit contributions by e-
mail or by U.S. mail to Hugo Borresen, 8831 Taurus 

Circle South, Jacksonville, FL 32222.   
 

 
Editorial Committee 
 

Editor: Hugo Borresen  779-6883 
HBorresen@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Layout:  Fred Hill  358-3610 
Staff Writer and Staff Illustrator 
FHill@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org  
Science Writer: Terry Loucks 288-6291 
TLoucks@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Proofreader:  Wilhelmina Walton 642-8798 
WWalton@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
Proofreader: Carrie Renwick 268-8826 
CRenwick@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
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Humanist Book Discussion GroupHumanist Book Discussion Group  
 

When: 2:00 p.m., the first Sunday of each month 
Where: BARNES & NOBLE, 11112 San Jose Blvd., Jax  ● 904-886-9904 
What: Books planned for discussion: 

• June 6, 2010 - Where Was God:  Evil, Theodicy and Modern Science by Dr. Gary Stilwell 

• July 4, 2010 - Hot, Flat, and Crowded by Thomas L. Friedman  

     Books may be found in the library, may be purchased from local book stores, or purchased online. 
The First Coast Freethought Society will receive a small remuneration from your purchase (at no ad-
ditional cost to you) if you first go to http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/ and then click the 
link to Amazon.com for your purchase.  

Note:  Author Gary Stilwell will be the FCFS guest speaker at our monthly meeting on June 21, 2010.  
     Dr. Stilwell says:  author: “I feel that the traditional theodicies are fit only for the childhood of the 
human species and as we enter our spiritual adolescence, we must turn to more reasonable ideas such 
as those found in the modern sciences (primarily quantum physics, relativity, and chaos theory). Here 
we may have a new place to look in order to develop new justifications for the Problem of Evil. In this 
work, I examine and refute many historical attempts to justify evil in a good God's world and, using 
insights provided by some of those modern sciences, propose a solution to this theological puzzle with a 
rational, albeit unorthodox, theodicy that might withstand objective critical scrutiny.”   
     Dr. Stilwell will also have some books available for sale at the June monthly meeting. 
     More info, contact Jewell Kross at JKross@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org or call 904-996-1553.   

ADVERTISING RATES:  Eighth-page (business 
card size) $25.00, quarter-page $50.00, half-
page $75.00, and whole page $100.   

To advertise, contact Patrice Bennett, 904-352-
7005, or  PBennett@firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org 
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(poster child for the nonreli-
gious) wastes no time in his 
book, The End of Faith, in point-
ing that out: 
 

“Respect for other faiths, or 
for the views of unbelievers, is 
not an attitude that God en-
dorses. While all faiths have 
been touched, here and there, by 
the spirit of ecumenicalism, the 
central tenet of every religious 
tradition is that all others are 
mere repositories of error or, at 
best, dangerously incomplete. 
Intolerance is thus intrinsic 
to every creed.” 
 

One of my impressions 
of Harris’ book is that he 
seems to be advocating in-
tolerance for all religious 
faiths on the premise that 
even progressive, liberal theol-
ogy is somehow a hiding place 
for the radical and dangerous 
varieties of theism. Is he throw-
ing the baby out with the bath 
water? Are religious liberals 
such as Barry Lynn, or the In-
terfaith Council, contributing to 
the terror propagated by reli-
gious extremism? Religious lib-
erals ignore the acerbic texts 
that can be found in the sacred 
documents of most religions. 
Does that make them a complicit 
component of terror, bigotry, 
and intolerance? 

In his book, The New Toler-
ance:  How a cultural movement 
threatens to destroy you, your 
faith, and your children, Chris-
tian apologist Josh McDowell 

attempts to analyze the evolu-
tion of tolerance. He points out 
that the traditional definition of 
tolerance meant that one had to 
endure, or “put up with some-
thing” that we might not have 
been in total agreement with. 
Sounds okay to me.  He goes on 
to define “the new tolerance” as 
a respect for behaviors, beliefs, 
or attitudes and that any criti-
cism of behaviors, beliefs, or at-
titudes is seen as a personal at-
tack; and the person involved in 
such criticism is seen as intoler-
ant or a bigot. I am not so sure 
about McDowell’s hypothesis. 

I have childhood memories of 
having to tolerate troublesome 
relatives at family reunions. My 
mother would say that we don’t 
have to agree with them, but we 
have to give them a minimum 
amount of respect. Even as a 
child I found myself wondering 
why my mother would want to 
respect someone who was misbe-
having. I think I have an an-
swer. My mother had many 
qualities—one was manners. 
She was confusing having re-
spect with being polite. 

McDowell has some mo-
ments of reason but quickly 
fades to black when he gets to 
the thesis of his book:  Chris-
tians are being persecuted for 
their view that Christianity is 

superior to all other faiths. I 
truly believe Christianity and, 
for that matter, any world view 
(including my own) claiming to 
be superior to all others, should 
be rigorously scrutinized for sup-
porting evidence to back up such 
a claim. 

Over the summer of 2010 I 
want to pursue the meaning of 
tolerance. What exactly is toler-
ance? Should we tolerate all 
world views? Does tolerance 
mean everything is equal? 
Okay? Pleasing? Tolerable? How 
can we truly know something is 
intolerable? How interrelated 

are tolerance and percep-
tion? 
     In his book The Doors 
of Perception, Aldous 
Huxley, grandson of biolo-
gist Thomas Henry Hux-
ley, famous for being 
Charles Darwin’s bulldog 

as well as the person who coined 
the term agnostic, had the fol-
lowing to say about perception: 
 

“To see ourselves as others 
see us is a most salutary gift. 
Hardly less important is the ca-
pacity to see others as they see 
themselves. But what if these 
others belong to  a different spe-
cies and inhabit a radically alien 
universe? For example, how can 
the sane get to know what it ac-
tually feels like to be mad?” 
 

My summer writings will be 
an attempt to explore the world 
of tolerance and perception. I 
think a fundamental pre-
cept of tolerance is explo-
ration. Wish me luck! 

(President’s Message 
Continued from page 1) 

 

“What exactly is tolerance? 
Should we tolerate all world 
views? Does tolerance mean 
everything is equal? Okay? 
Pleasing? Tolerable?”  
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Signs of Religious Mania and IntoleranceSigns of Religious Mania and Intolerance  

E xactly what caused the 
damage to the billboard 
near St. Augustine with 

the daring couplet, “Don’t believe 
in God?  You are not alone.” re-
mains unknown as of this writ-
ing.  Evidence indicates it was 
most probably not an “act of 
God” but rather a deliberate act 
by at least one person who didn’t 
trust in God to act on His own 
behalf.  We may never know who 
did it or why, but intolerance of 
differences, religious 
or otherwise, has fos-
tered much violence 
throughout human 
history, all too often 
with consequences far 
more horrible than a 
dented billboard. 

The offending 
words did no more 
than reach out to 
atheists and agnos-
tics in Northeast Florida who 
feel isolated amidst a forest of 
churches and a preponderance of 
Christians who assume their 
neighbors all worship God and 
Jesus, except for that smattering 
of Jews and Muslims who just 
haven’t seen the light of the true 
faith.  Certainly, only a minority 
of Christians are truly bigoted 
against those who don’t share 
their particular faith.  Still, that 
intolerant strain of Christianity 
repeatedly strives to impose its 
will on entire communities 
throughout the nation.  They are 
frustrated by legal restraints on 
their power, determined to 
change laws to favor their reli-

gious agenda and angered at the 
efforts of secularists who con-
tinually defy their efforts to 
transform the U.S. into the 
“Christian nation” they insist 
this country has always been, 
regardless of how the genuine 
historical record and the Consti-
tution refute them.  The reli-
gious extremists want atheists 
and other secularists to be iso-
lated, fearful pariahs, rather 
than united to actively resist 
their efforts to transform our 
country into a theocracy. 

Convinced that their deity 
demands they promote His 
agenda as they interpret it, the 
ultra-religious right has organ-
ized to place their members in 
school and city councils, legisla-
tures, courts, governors’ man-
sions and even the White House.  
All certainly within their rights, 
however their actions to under-
mine, challenge, and ultimately 
change the Constitutional provi-
sions keeping  church and state 
separate, are insidious and often 
illegal.  Not content with all the 
tax-free territory they already 
own, they have placed massive 
religious icons in government-
owned lands and buildings, as in 

the case of  Judge 
Roy Moore and 
his Ten Com-
mandments 
monument, forci-
bly removed from 
the Alabama Su-
preme Court by 
order of a federal judge.  Then 
there was the large cross placed 
atop the municipal water tower 
in Starke, FL, ordered taken 
down by Senior U.S. District 
Judge John H. Moore II in 2007 
(see http://www.digitaljour-

nal.com/article/147795 ).  
And in more recent 
overbearing cross 
news, the case regard-
ing one erected in a 
federal park in Califor-
nia’s Mojave Desert in 
1934 to honor U.S. 
casualties of World 
War I (neglecting non-
Christian Americans 
who died in that con-

flagration); the case went to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which in a 
5 to 4 decision overturned a 
lower court order to remove the 
cross (see New York Times edito-
rial, “Cross in the Desert,” April 
29, 2010).   

More concerned over the wel-
fare of potential humans than 
that of actual humans, the reli-
gious right has legislated to ban 
all abortions, as well as any in-
formation about abortion or 
birth control, even in pregnan-
cies resulting from rape or in-
cest, or in which the woman’s life 
is endangered by the pregnancy, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Fred W. Hill 

“Religious or irreligious, those 
who are intolerant of worldviews 
contrary to their own, or simply 
bigoted against anyone they perceive 
as ‘different’, have too often used 
violence to intimidate or eradicate 
their enemies, real and imagined.”  
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or if the fetus suffers from such 
severe defects that it could never 
truly enjoy life.  But all this is 
irrelevant to the more extreme 
right-to-lifers who believe sex 
must always result in the birth 
of yet another human life on our 
overpopulated planet, to be 
tested for worthiness of joining 
the hosts of Heaven or eternal 
damnation in Hell.  To inoculate 
children with their religious ma-
nia at taxpayer expense, they 
have  sought government hand-
outs for their private religious 
schools and homeschooling and 
to have their Biblical lore taught 
as history and science in public 
schools while watering down or 
entirely omitting the facts of evo-
lution from biology texts and 
classrooms. 

Further, they have agitated 
to influence appointments to 
government agencies at all lev-
els, as just this past April when 
members of the Jacksonville City 
Council attempted to block the 
nomination of Parvez Ahmed, a 
respected University of North 
Florida professor and Fulbright 
scholar, to the city Human 
Rights Council.  Allegedly 
they were concerned about 
statements he had made 
while serving as national 
and state board chairman 
of the Council for Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations, 
from which Ahmed re-
signed in 2008 due to “a 
fallout over the group's 
mission and direction,” as re-
ported in a Florida Times-Union 
editorial (“Parvez Ahmed:  The 
Right Decision,”  http://

jacksonville. com/opinion/
editorials/2010-04-28/story/right-
decision ).  Based on Ahmed’s 
detractors’ questions, however, 
they appeared more opposed to 

his appointment because he is a 
Muslim, and a pro-secularist one 
at that, who might even support 
gay rights!  City Council member 
Clay Yarborough, who has 
gained some local renown for his 
conservative Baptist fervor, 
asked Ahmed and another nomi-
nee if they “supported retaining 

the ‘In God We Trust’ motto in 
public places, how they felt 
about gay marriage, and if they 
thought prayer in public build-

ings is appropriate.” (See 
“Confederacy of Dunces,” Edi-
tor’s Note, Folio Weekly, 4/20/10.)  
At a later meeting, City Council 
member Don Redman requested 
Ahmed recite a prayer to his god 
and asked if public prayers to 
Jesus offended him.     

As exemplified by a vicious 
attack the same month by mili-
tant Muslims on an environ-
mental science professor at the 
University of Punjab in Paki-
stan, as reported by Sabrina 
Tavernise (At Top University, a 
Fight for Pakistan’s Future, NY-
Times 4/21/10), this intolerance 
is hardly solely an American or 
Christian phenomenon.  Possibly 
every religious group that has 
ever held dominance over a 
large, diverse community, and 
been unrestrained by laws and 
traditions supporting human 
rights and tolerance, has re-
sorted to unjustified violence to 
impose its will.   Even suppos-
edly pacifist Buddhists have dis-
played a nasty bloodlust when 
they felt  their status was 
threatened.  Moreover, radical, 
inhumane atheists in the Soviet 

Union, China and Cambo-
dia engaged in mass mur-
der to assert their control.  
Religious or irreligious, 
those who are intolerant of 
worldviews contrary to 
their own, or are simply 
bigoted against anyone they 
perceive as “different,” have 
too often used violence to 
intimidate or eradicate 

their enemies, real and imag-
ined. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Cross in the Mojave  
National Preserve 

Parvez Ahmed and Clay Yarborough 



 

 

First Coast Freethought Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, FL 32255-0591• (904) 288-6291 

2010 Membership Application 
 

Name           Date 
 

Home address    City      State    Zip Code 
 

E-mail address    Home phone     Business phone 
 

Occupation  Areas of interest and/or expertise 
 

How did you hear about us? Comments? 
 

Membership level (please select one): 

 

Do you object to your name appearing on our membership list, distributed to other members?   Yes                 No 
 

I’m interesting in getting involved in the FCFS as a(n): 

• Annual dues cover the period of January 1 through December 31.   

• The initial dues for new members joining in July through September are half the regular 
rates.  Membership extends to the end of the current calendar year.   

• The initial dues for new members joining in October through December are the full, 
regular rates.  Membership extends to the end of the following calendar year. 

 

 Regular ($30/yr.)  Carl Sagan ($50/yr.)    Charles Darwin ($200/yr.) 
 Student ($15/yr.)   Bertrand Russell ($75/yr.)     Robert Ingersoll ($500/yr.) 
 Senior - 65+ ($15/yr.)   Thomas Paine ($100/yr.)     Lifetime ($1,000) 
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 General member   Committee member   Financial supporter Officer  

You can make a lasting impact on the future of 
freethought and secular huma nism in this community 

…if you provide for the First Coast Freethought Society in your Will. 
 

Your bequest will ensure that the FCFS continues to be a beacon for freethinkers 
on the First Coast and to remain a vital Voice of Reason in the Northeast Florida area. 

Several options are available for establishing a bequest (specific, percentage, residual, or 
 contingent).  We will be happy to provide the appropriate wording to you 

and your attorney, depending upon your wishes. 
 

For further information, contact 
Carrie Renwick, P.O. Box 550591, Jacksonville, FL 32255-0591 or 

904-288-6291 ● CarrieRen@att.net ● http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/ 
All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence. 

 Family ($45/yr.)  



 

 

The FCFS is a proud member of the Northeast Florida Coalition of Reason 

   
 T

he
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Upcoming Freethought Events of Interest on the First CoastUpcoming Freethought Events of Interest on the First Coast  
  

Monday Monday   May10May10  JAM Meetup at European St. Café, Jacksonville JAM Meetup at European St. Café, Jacksonville -- 6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  
Tuesday Tuesday   May 11May 11  ACFH Social at Gypsy Cab Co., St. Augustine Beach ACFH Social at Gypsy Cab Co., St. Augustine Beach -- 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.  
MondayMonday  May 17May 17  FCFS Monthly Meeting FCFS Monthly Meeting -- Dr. David R. Simon   Dr. David R. Simon  -- 6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  
SundaySunday  May 23May 23  FCFS Secular Sunday in the Park, Jacksonville FCFS Secular Sunday in the Park, Jacksonville -- 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.  
TuesdayTuesday  May 25May 25  FCFS Monthly Social at Olive Garden, Jacksonville FCFS Monthly Social at Olive Garden, Jacksonville -- 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.  
SaturdaySaturday  May 29May 29  FCFS Deadline to submit articles for June 2010 FCFS Deadline to submit articles for June 2010 FreeThinkerFreeThinker  
SundaySunday  June 6June 6  JAM Meetup at Sneakers, Jacksonville JAM Meetup at Sneakers, Jacksonville -- 12:00 Noon 12:00 Noon  
SundaySunday  June 6June 6  FCFS Humanist Book Discussion Group, Jacksonville FCFS Humanist Book Discussion Group, Jacksonville -- 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m.  
MondayMonday  June 21June 21  FCFS Monthly Meeting FCFS Monthly Meeting -- Dr. Gary A. Stilwell  Dr. Gary A. Stilwell -- 6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

Ancient City Freethinkers and Humanists (ACFH) ● Ancient City Freethinkers and Humanists (ACFH) ● http://www.meetup.com/Ahttp://www.meetup.com/A--CC--FF--H/H/  
First Coast Freethought Society (FCFS) ● First Coast Freethought Society (FCFS) ● http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/http://www.firstcoastfreethoughtsociety.org/    

Jacksonville Atheist, Agnostic, Secular Meetup Group (JAM) ● Jacksonville Atheist, Agnostic, Secular Meetup Group (JAM) ● http://www.jaxatheists.com/http://www.jaxatheists.com/  
Northeast Florida Coalition of Reason (NeFCoR) ● Northeast Florida Coalition of Reason (NeFCoR) ● http://NorthEastFloridaCoR.org/http://NorthEastFloridaCoR.org/  

Humanists of Florida Annual Conference Humanists of Florida Annual Conference -- A Tremendous Success! A Tremendous Success!  
 

T he Humanists of Florida Association Annual Conference, titled “Forging a Humanist and Secu-
lar Coalition,” held in Sarasota, April 30 to May 2, 2010, was sold out!  A total of 167 human-
ists, secularists, atheists, agnostics, and freethinkers attended the conference.  An overflow ho-

tel was required for some of the registrants!  The main convention hotel, Holiday Inn Sarasota Bra-
denton Airport, is new and beautiful, with a festive and colorful décor, delicious food, and superb staff.   

Several of the illustrious presenters included Dr. David Sloan Wilson, author of Evolution for  
Everybody, and cofounder of the Evolution Institute; Sean Faircloth, executive director of the Secular 
Coalition of America; Dr. Ronald A. Lindsay, attorney, and executive director of Center for Inquiry; 
and August Brunsman, executive director of the Secular Student Alliance.  Attendees included David 
Niose, president of American Humanist Association; representatives of many Florida groups, as well 
as a group in California, Michigan, and Portland, Oregon; and 14 students from FSU and USF. 

At the interactive audience session on Sunday, participants unanimously voiced support for a 
state-wide group that would explore options for secular humanist progressives to influence public pol-
icy. After an open discussion to help local groups retain current members and attract new ones, par-
ticipants completed a survey assessing needs for continued growth. Based on the survey results, 
HFA will announce a small grants program.  Florida has never before seen such a collaborative 
effort with so many different humanist groups working together to impact public policy.  

 


